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WorRing of Institutions

( Fastracl« Revision )

» Governing a country requires the performance of varlous

tasks such as to take and implement decisions, to see what
is wrong and what Is right In case of disputes regarding
the declslon, ete. To attend to all these tasks, several
arrangements are made in modern democracies. Such
arrangements are called Institutions. The Constitution
lays down basle rules an the powars and Functions of each
institutlon.

» Theimportant institutions In India are Parllament, Political

Executlve, the Preslident and the Judlclary.

Porllament Is an assembly of elected representatives and
it exercises suprame political authority on beholf of the
people. The following polnts are Important regarding this
Institutlon:

Knowledge BOOSTER

. The Parllament Is the highest forum for debate and
7} discussion on public Issues and natlonal policy.

» It s the finol authorlty For making laws In the country.
This task of leglslatlon Is so cruclal that [t Is also
refarrad to as 'Leglslature’.

» Parllaments all over the world exercise some control
over those who run the government.

» Porliaomoents control monetary power all over the
world. Public money can be spent only IF the Parllamant
sanctlons It.

> The powers of our Parllament are divided among two
Houses, viz, the l.ower House called L.ok Sabha or the
House of People, and the Upper House called Rajya
Sabha or the Councl| of States.

» Lok Sabha Is elected directly For 5 years whereas Rajya
Sabha Is a permanant house.

» Lok sabha controls the Councils of Ministers through
no:confldence motion. IF the Lok Sabha calls for
‘no-confldence’ in the Councll of Ministers, all the
ministers Including the Prime Minlster, have to quit.

> At different levels of any government we find

functlonarles who take day-to-day declslons on behalf of

people. All these Functionarles are collectively known as

the executive. The important points related to executive

are as follows:

> The executive that Is elected by the people far a
spaclfic period Is called the Political Exacutlve. Political
leaders who take blg declslons Fall In this category.

» People appointed on a long-term basls to assist In the
governing of a country fForm the Permanent Executive
or Is commonly referred to as Clvil Services.

» The Prime Ministar Is the most Important political

institution of the country. The President appoints the
leader of the majority party, or the leader of the coalition
of parties that command a majority In the Lok Sabha, as
the Prime Minlster.

After, the Prima Minlster Is appolnted, the President
appoints council of ministers, on his advice. The Council
of Minlsters Is an offlclal name for the body that Includes
all the minlstars, It usually has 60 to 80 minlsters of the
following ranks:

letige BOOSTER

Important decislons are usually taken at the Cabinet
) meetings. Due to this, parllamentary democracy Is
71~ also known as the Cablnet form of Government,

» The Cablnet Ministars which are usually the top-level
leaders of the ruling party or parties, and are in«chorge
of the major ministries. The Cablnet Ministers meet to
take declslons In the name of the Councll of Minlsters
and Is the Inner ring of the Councll. It comprises of
about 20 minigtars.

» The Ministers of State with Independent Charge are
in-charge of smaller ministries. They participate In the
Cablnet meetings only when speclally Invited.

» The Ministers of State are attached to and are raquired
to assist the Cablnet Ministers.

» The President Is the Head of the State. Although all

declslons of the government are taken In the name of the

Presldant, he is Just a titular head of the government. His

role can be understood through the following polnts:

> The President Is not elected directly by the people. The
elected Members of Parllament (MPs) and the elected
Membars of Legislative Assemblies (MLAs) elect the
Presldent.

> Any blll which Is passed by the Parllament needs the
signature of the Presldent to become a law.

» All the major orders of the government need the
Presldent's assent befare they can be enacted.

letige BGOSTER
All international treatles are signed In the name of
i\ the President.

» The President appoints the Chief Justice of Indla, Chlef
Justices of the High Courts and Judges of the Lower
Courts. He also appoints the Governors of the States,
the Election Commissloners, Ambassadors to other
countrles, etc. All major appointments are made by the
President.
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President Is the supreme commander of the armed
es.

courts at different levels In a country put together
ed the judiciary. An independent and powerful
dlary Is considered essentlal for democracles. The

following are important points related to Judiclary:

>

India has an integrated judiciary, which Is composed of
the Supreme Court, High Courts, District Courts and
various local level courts.

» The Supreme Court IS the apex court that controls the

judicial administration in the country and hence its

declslon Is binding on all other courts af the country.

» The Supreme Court and the High Courts have the

P

Ql

Q2.

Qa.

Q4.

Q8.

Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

power to interpret the Constitution of the country.

>

>

They can determine the constitutional validity of any
legislatian or action of the executive in the country,
when it Is challenged before them. This Is called as the
Judiclal reviews.

The independent judiclary’'s main role s In protecting
the Fundamental Rights as enshrined in the
Constitution of Indla.

The Independence of the judiclary ensures that no
government can behave in an autocratic way. Any one
can approach the courts if public interest is hurt by the
actions of government. This is called Public Interest
Litigatlon, There are many cases In which litigations
have been filed on behalf of public agalnst laws enacted
by the government.

& Practice Exercise

Multiple choice Questions \)

. When was the Second Backward Class Commission
appointed?
a. 1969 b. 1976 c. 1979 d. 1989

Who Is the highest formal authority In the country?
a. Prime Minister b. President

c. Auditor General d. Chief Justice of Indln
Who is the head of the State?

a. The President b. The Prime Minlster

c. Cablnet Minlsters d. Council of Minlsters
Who is the head of the Government?

a. The President b. The Prime Minlster

c. Cablnet Ministers d. Council of Ministers
How many members are there In Lok Sabha?

a. 245 b. 530 c. 545 d. 552
Who holds the most important and powarful
position in the government?

3. Prime Minlster b. President

c. Auditar General d. Chlef Justice of Indla

For how long can the Rajya Sabha delay a Money

BIlL?

a. 7 days b. 14 doys c 15days d 1Month

What happens when the Prime Minister In Indla

quits?

a. President will choose any leader ag the Prime
Minister.

b. Any leader from the ministry can be chosen as
ministry.

C. The entire ministry quits,

d. None of the above

If there is a difference between Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha, in what way the final decislon Is
taken?

a. Under the guidance of the President

b. Under the guidance of the Prime Minister.

c In a |olnt sesslon of bath the hauses.

d. Under the guidance of the speaker of Lok Sabha.

QLo

Qlz

Qls.

Q4.

Q5.

. The Prime Minister must have support of a majority
of:
a. Rajya Sabha
c. Lok Sabha

b. States
d. Cablnet Minlstars

Which of the following is called as 'Upper Chamber'
of Parllamant?

a. Lak Sabhn b. Presldent's Offico

¢. Prime Minlstar's Office d. Rejya Sobha

Which of the following Is called as'Lower Chamber’
of Parllamant?

a. President's Office b. Lok Sabha

¢. Prime Minister's Office d. Rojya Sobha

Any ordinary law needs to be passed by which of
the following?
a. Lok Sabha

c¢. Rajya Sabha

b. Cablnet Minlgters
d. Both a. and c.

Which of the following political institutions take(s)
all Important policy daclslons?

a. The Prime Minlster b. The Cablnet

c. Both a. and b. d. The Parllament

Study the plcture and answar the questlon that
follows:

b e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e —— — — — —

Get More Learning Materials Here : &

@g www.studentbro.in



"5 administering the oath of the office of Prime
:er to Shri Narendra Modi?
i Ram Nath Kovind
1 Pranab Mukherjee
Shri Jalpal Reddy
d. None aof the above

Q 16. By whom was the Mandal Commission headed?
a. V.P.Singh b. Janata Dal
c. B.P. Mandal d. Rajiv Gandhi
Q 17. Which body acts as the guardian of Fundamental
Rights?
a. Executive b. Supreme Court
c. Lepislature d. Election Commlssion
nowledge BOOSTER

A

The Supreme Court s given the power to interpret the

: Constitution, declare the law and enforce the principle
v of and balances prevalent in the Constitution.

Q1le.

Q19.

Q 20.

qal

Q22.

Q2s.

How can a judge of the Supreme Court be removed?
a. By the Supreme Court through Impeachment

b. By the Parllament through Impeachment

c. By the President alane

d. None of the above

Which of the following institutions can make
changes to the existing law of the country?

a. The Supreme Court

b. Councll of Minlsters

c. The Prime Minister

d. The Parllamant

What s the procedure through which Judges of the
Suprame Court or the High Courts are removed,
called?

a. Coalltion

b. Impeachment

¢. Public Interest Litigation

d. No-confidence Matlon

Which one of the following Is not a part of Indlan

Judiclal System?

a. High Courts In the States

b. The Supreme Court

c. Village Panchayat

d. District Courts

The daclislons of which one of the following courts

is binding to all other courts of the country?

a. District Courts

b. The High Courts of the States

c. The Supreme Court

d. None of the above

What Is Public Interest Litigation?

a. Filing a case In the court In the Interest of the
public.

b. Pracedure of remaval of President.

c. Reviewing of Supreme Court judgements.

d. None of the above

Q 24.

Q 25.

Q 26.

Q27

Q 26.

Q 29.

Q 30.

Which organ(s) of the government has/have the
power to interpret the Constitution?

a. Supreme Court
c High Court

b. Parllament
d. Both a. and c

Who is the Supreme Commander of the defence

forces of India?

a. The Chief Justice b. The Prime Minister

c The President d. All of these

Which of the following disputes Is/are taken up by

the Suprame Court?

2. Between citizens and gavernment.

b. Between twao aor more State governments.

c Between governments at the Unlon and State
level.

d. All of the abave
Which one of the following Is incorrect about the
Supreme Court of Indla?

a. It Is the highest court of appeal In clvil and
criminal cases.

b. It cannat take up any dispute between cltlzenship
of the country.

c. It can hear appeals apalnst the declslons of the
High Courts.

d. None of the above

Which House Is better placed with regard to control

ovar the executive?

2. Lok Sabha b. Rajya Sabha

C Supreme Court d. High Court
Match the following:
Column | Column I

1. Parllament | A All courts put together.

2. Polltical B.
Executive

3. Presldent &

FInal authorlty for making
lavrs.

Take day-to-day declslons
but do not exerclse
supreme pawer an behalf

of people.
4. Judiclary D. Not elected dirgctly by the
people.
1234 1234
2. CBDA b.ABCD
c BCDA d BACD

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (l): The Parllament can remove the
Councll of Ministers by passing a vote of no-
confidence against them.

Statement (I1): The Parliament can exercise control
over the Council of Ministers by rejecting any
government bill.

a. Statement (1) Is correct and (ll) Is Incorrect.

b. Statement (1) Is Incarrect and (Il) Is correct

C Both statements are Incorrect.

d. Both statements are carrect.
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rad the following statements carefully and
loose the correct optlon:
atement (I): The Prime Minister distributes and
. _distributes work to the general public.
Statement (I1): The Prime Minister coordinates the
work of different departments and his declsions
are final In case of disagreements between
departments.
a. Statement (I) Is correct and (ll) Is Incorrect
b. Statement (I) is incarrect and (Il) Is carrect.
c Both statements are incorrect.
d. Both statements are correct.

“@’ Assertion & Reason Type Questions N

Q 32.

Q 33.

Q34.

Q 35.

Q 36.

Q37

Directlons (Q. Nos. 32 to 37): In the following questions given
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and

Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:

a. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertlon
(A).

b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reason (R) ls not the correct explanation of
Agsertion (A).

c Assertion (A) I8 true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertion (A) Is false, but Reason (R) Is true.

Assartion (A): India has Integrated judiclary, which

Is composed of the Supreme Court, High Courts,

Distrlct Courts and various local level courts.

Reason (R): The dependence of judiclary ensures

that government can behave In an autocratic

manner.

Assertion (A): The Prime Minister In India Is not

directly elected by the people.

Reason (R): In a Parllamentary democracy, only the

leader of the majority party in the Lok Sabha can

bacome the Prime Minister.

Assertion (A): Awrit Is a legal instrumant to enforce

obedlence to the orders of a court,

Reason (R): The resolution for impeachment of a

judge should be passed only by Lok Sabha.

Assertion (A): The political executives are elected

by the people for a specific period of time.

Reason (R): The political executives remalin In

office even when the ruling party changes.

Assertion (A): The Prime Minister Is the line of

communication between the cabinet and the

President.

Reason (R): The Prime Minister advises the

President to summon and prorogue the Parliament

and dissolve the Lok Sabha.

Assertion (A): The Supreme Court is the guardlan

of the Fundamental Rights.

Reason (R): A citizen whose Fundamental Rights

have been violated by any Individual, govemment

or institution, may move to the Supreme Court for
the protection of his Fundamental Rights.

° '| Answers l| -

L 20 3@ 4(@® 5 ()

6.(a) 7 (b) 8. (0 9. (c) 10. (¢)
Mm(d) 12 (b) 13.(d) 14 (c) 15 (b
16.(c) 17.(b) 18.(b) 19. (d) 20. (b)
21.(c) 22.(c) 23.(a) 24 (d 25 (0
26.(d) 27 (b) 28. (3) 29 (c) 30. (d)

3. (b) 32.(c) 33 () 34 (0 35 (0
36. (b) 37. (a)

‘@! Source Based Questions \)

Source 1

QL

Q2.

Q8.

Q4.

Read the sowce given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate option:

The Officc Memorundum was the culmination
of a long chain of events. The Government
of Indin had appointed the Second Backward
Classes Commission in 1979, It was headed by
B.P. Mandal. Hence, it was popularly called the
Mandal Commission. It was asked to determine the
criteria to identify the socially and educationally
backward classes in India and recommend
steps to be taken for their advancement. The
Commission gave its Report in 1980 and made
many recommendations. One of these was that
27 per cent of governmant jobs be reserved for the
socially and educationally backward classey. The
Report and recommendations were discussed in
the Parlioment.

When was Sacond Backward Classes Commilsslon

appointed?
a.1969 b. 1971 €. 1979 d. 1981

Why was this commission called the Mandal

Commission?

a. It wag headed by B.P. Mandal

b. It was the highest formal authority appolnted by
the Government of Indla.

c. Both a.and b.

d. None of the above

When did the commisslon give ts report?
a. 1969 b. 1971
c. 1979 d. 1880

Why was Mandal Commission appointed by the

Indian Government?

a. To determline the criterla to Identify the soclally
and ecanomically backward classes In Indla.

b. To ensure security to the citizens.

c. To see the welfare of all and keep In view the
overall objectives.

d. All of the above
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Q6.

Whv did people reacted strongly on approval of the
imendations of Mandal Commission by Indian
‘nment?

Iffected the lives of people.
.. Jffected thousands of job oppaortunities of the
people belonging to general category.

c. It brought inequality among the people of India.

d. It hampered the national unity of India.

There are two statements marked as Assertion (A)

and Reason (R). Read them and choose the correct

option:

Assertion (A): According to Mandal Commission,

28 per cent of government jobs are reserved for

soclally and educationally backward classes.

Reason (R): Many parllamentarlans and partles kept

demanding the implementation of commission's

recommendations.

a. Both Agsertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) is the correct explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Bath Aggertlon (A) and Reason (R) are true, but
Reason (R) is nat the caorrect explanation of
Assertion (A).

. Aggertlon (A) I8 true, but Reason (R) lu false.

d. Assertion (A) is false. but Reason (R) Is true.

I A I o

—

LANSWers | »

L.( 2 (@) 3.() 4 () 8.(b) 6.(d)

Source 2

QL

Read the sowrce given below and answer the
questions  that follow by choosing the most
appropriate option:

Since Parlinment plays n central role in modern
democracies, most large countries divide the role
and powers of Parliament in two parts. They are
called Chambers or Houses. One House is usually
directly clected by the people and exercises the
real power on behalf of the people. The second
Housc 1s usually clected indirectly and performs
some special functions. The most common work
for the sccond House is to look after the intcrests
of various slates, regions or federal units.

In our country, Parliament consists of two Houses.

The two Houses are known as the Council of

States (Rajya Sabha) and the House of the People

(Lok Sabha). The President of India is a part of

Parliament, although she is not a member of either
Housc. That is why all laws madc in the Houses
come into force only after they receive the assent
of the President.

Which of the following Houses Is directly elected
by the people and exercises the real power on

behalf of the people?
a. Lok Sabha
¢. Parllament

b. Rajya Sabha
d. Cablnet

Q2. Whose assent is required to be received to enforce

Q3.

Q4.

QSs.

Q6.

all laws made in the Houses?

a. Prime Minister b. President

c Cahinet d. Political Executive

Identify the incorrect statement regarding the

financial powers of the Lok Sabha.

a. It controls the national finances.

b. It has the power to pass the annual budget of the
Unlon Government for the financlal year.

c Lok Sabha exerclses more powers in money
matters.

d. It cannot reject a Money BIU but can only make
recommendations for changes in the BIIL

Which of the following looks after the interests of

varlous states, reglons or federal units?

a. Lok Sabha b. Rajya Sabha

¢ Parllament d. Permanent Executive

Why Is the view of Lok Sabha becomes important in

case of any conflict?

a. It cantrols the Councll of Ministers.

b. It has large number of members.

c. It Is more powerful than Rajya Sabha.

d. It exercises the real power on behalf of the people.

There are two statements marked as Assertion (A)
and Reason (R). Read them and choose the correct
optlon:

Assertlon (A): The members of the Lok Sabha are

nominated by the President.

Reason (R): It can be dissolved baofore the axpiry

of the tenure.

2. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
A).

b. éo)th Assartion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

c Asgartion (A) Is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertlon (A) Is false, but Reason (R) Is true.

(A l

| Answers | °
L 2(0b) 3 4@ 5(0b 6(d
Source 3

Read the sowrce given below and answer the
questions that follows:

The President is not elected directly by the people.
The clected Members of Parlinment (MPs) and the
clected Members of the Legislative Assemblies
(MLAs) elect her. A candidate standing for
President's post has to get a majority of votes to
win the clection. This cnsures that the President
can be scen to represent the entire nation. At the
same time the President can never claim the kind
of direct popular mandate that the Prime Minister
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Ans.

Qe

Ang.

Q3.

Ang.

Q4.

Ang.

Q5.

Ans.
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Q2.

n. This ensures that she remains only a nominal
ecutive.
ie same 1s true of the powers of the President.
you casually read the Constitution you would
think that there is nothing that she cannot do. All
governmental activities take place in the name of
the President.
Who elects the President?
The President is not elected directly by the people but
by the elected Members of Parliaments (MPs) and
the elected Members of the Legislative Assemblles
MLAs).
How can It be sald that the Presldent remains only
a nominal executive?
The Presldent remalns only a nominal executlve
because of the followlng reasons:
(I) He represents the entire nation.
(i) He can never claim the kind of direct popular
mandate that the Prime Minister can.

What are the activities performed in the name of
the President?

The President can perform the followlng activities In
hls nama:

(I) All govemmental activities take place In his name.

() AL laws and malor policy declslons of the
government are igsued in her name.

(I} AWl major appolntments are made In the name
of the Presldent such as that of Chlef Justice
of Indln. the |udges of the Supreme Court and
High Courts of the states, the Governors of the
States etc.

" Very Short Answer 1ype Questions N

Name any three Institutions respansible to run the
democratic government In Indla.
The three Institutlons are:

(I) The Prime Minlster and the Cablnet.

(1) The Clvil Servants,

() The Supreme Court.

What Is a Parllament?

It Is the supreme Law making bady of Indla.

What are the three maln Institutions in a
Parllamentary democracy?

The three maln Institutions In a Parllamentary
democracy are:

() Leglslature, (l) Executive,  (iil) Judiclary.
Name the two Houses of the Parliament.
The two Houses of the Parllament are;

(I) Lok Sabha. (i) Rajya Sabha.
In which matter does the Lok Sabha exercise more
powers?

The Lok Sabha exercises more powers In money
matters.

Q6.

Ans.

Q7.

Ans.

Q8.

Ans.

QY.

Ang,

Q 10.
Ans.

Q1L
Ans.

Qla
Ans.

Q13
Ang.

Q 14,
Ans.

Q 15.
Ans.

Q 16.
Ans.

QL.

Ans.

Q 16.
Ans.

Q19.

Ans.

By how many days can the Rajya Sabha delay the
Money Bill?

The Rajya Sabha can delay the Money Bill by 14 days.
Who Is the Prime Minister?

Prime Minister Is the Head of the Government and
actually exercises all governmental powers. He
takes most of the decisions in the Cabinet meetings.

Who is the most powerful person within the
Cabinet?

The Prime Minister Is the most powerful person
within the Cabinet.

Who is the head of the state and who is the head of
the government in our country?

Head of State-Presldent.

Head of Gavernment—Prime Minister.

Which house is referred to as ‘permanent house'?
Ralya Sabha Is referred to as ‘permanent house'

Who chairs the Cabinet meetings?
The Prime Minister chalrs the Cablnet meetings.

Who appoints the Prime Minister?
The Prime Minister Is appolnted by the President.

What Is the Council of Minlsters?

The Councll of Ministers Is the officlal name for the
body that Includes all the minicters. It generally hos
60 to BO ministers of different ranks.

Who are Cabinet Minlsters?

Cablnet Ministers are usually the top-level leaders
af the rulng party or parties, who are In-charge of
the major ministries Uke Defence. Rallway. Forelgn
Affalrs, etc. Normally, all the major declslons are
token by these ministers.

What Is a Coalition Government?

A government formed by an allance of two or more
political parties. usually vihen no sinple party enjoys
majority support of the mambers In a leglslature Is
referred to as the Coalltlon Government.

What Is the role of the President in Indla?

The President Is the Executive Head of the State and
Is the highest formal authaority In the country.

Who is the supreme commander of the defence
forces of Indla?

The President Is the supreme commander of the
defence forces of Indla.

What is called as 'the judliclary’?
All the courts at different levels In a country are
together called. ‘the [udiclary"

Name the institution where disputes between
citlzens and the government are finally settled.
The Supreme Court Is the Institution where disputes
between citizens and the government are finally
settled.
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Q2L
Ang.
Q22.

. The President of India appaints the Chief Justice of

Qaa.

Ans.

Q4.
Ans.

Q 26.

Ang.

Q 26.

Ang.

Q27.

Ans.

‘an any two functions of the Supreme Court of

vo functions are:
he Supreme Court of Indla acts as the guardlan
of the Constitution.
() It decldes on

RRMETINENTS,
What is the tenure of a judge of the Supreme
Court?
The [udges of the Supreme Court of Indla remaln In
office till they retire after having completed the age
of 65 years.

Who appolnts the Chief Justice of Indla?

disputes between state

India.

Who appoints the judges of the Supreme Court and
the High Courts?

The judges of the Supreme Court and the High
Courts are appolnted by the Presldent on the advice
of the Prime Minister and In consultation with the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

What Is impeachment?

Impeachment is a procedure through vrhich judges
of the Supreme Court or the High Courts are
removed.

What is the procedure for the removal of Judges of
the Supreme Court?

A Judge can be romoved by the Presldont on the
prounds of ‘proved misbehaviour or Incapaclty’
but the resolution for hig Impeachmant should be
passed by both the Houses.

When did the Government of Indla appoint the
Second Backward Classes Commission? Who was
its head?

The Government of Indlo appolnted the Second
Backward Commission In 1979. It was headed by
B.P. Mandal and hence, was known as the Mandal
EM‘HSS]DF‘I.

---------------

Study the picture and answer the question that
follows:

What does the above picture depicts?
The above plcture depicts the dominance of Indira
Gandhl In the government In the early 1970s.

Q28.

Ans.

Q29.

Ans.

Why did people reacted strongly when the
recommendations of Mandal Commission ware
approved by the Government of India?

People reacted strongly because this decision of
the Gavernment of Indla affected thousands of |ob
apportunities of the people belonging to general

category.

When government officers work in election
duty, are they under the control of the Election
Commilssion or the governmant? Give reason.
They work under the control of Electlon Commisslon.
This is done to conduct free and fair elections. so

that the party In power Is not In a posltion to misuse
the governmeant machinery.

@ Short Answer 1ype Questions N

QL

Ang,

Q2

Ang,

Qs

Ans.

Q4.

Ans.

State any three features of Office Memorandum.
The following are the three features of Office
Memorandum:
() It has a number and date.
(if) It is lke an ordinory clrcular but possesses the
powar of govarnmant anforcemant behind It
() The government issues hundrods of aoffice
Memorandums  everyday  on  different

Why was the Mandal Commlssion nppointed by the
Indian Government?

The Government of Indla hod appolinted the Second
Backward Classes Cammisslon In 1979. It was headed
by B.P. Mandal Hence, It was popularly called the

N e ot R b

the criteria to Identify the soclally and economically
backward classes In Indla and recommend steps to
be taken for thelr advancement

Enumerate the activities involved In governing a
country.
Governing a country Involves varlous activities,
some of the Important ones are as follows:
(I) To ensure securlty of the citizens.
() To provide facilities for education and health to
all
(lf) To collect taxes and spend the money ralsed
on adminlstration. defence and development
programmes.
(lv) To formulate and Implement welfare schemes.

Mention any three measures through which
Parllament exarcises control over the Councll of
Ministers.
Three measures by which Parllament can exerclse
control over the Councll of Ministers are as follows:
() The Parliament can remove the Council of
Ministers by passing a vote of no-confidence

agalnst them.
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I) The Parllament can exerclse control over
the Coundl of Ministers by rejecting any
government bill

i) The Parliament can exercise control over the
Coundll of Ministers by Adjournment Motlon.

g8 BOOSTER

Adjournment Motion [s the procedure for
adjournment of the business of the Parliament for
the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent

"1 public Importance.

Q8. In what ways does the Lok Sabha exercise more

powers than the Rajya Sabha?

Ans. Lok Sabha exercises maore powers than the Rajya

Sabha In the following manner:

(I) Any ordinary law needs to be passed by both
the Houges. But If there |¢ a difference of opinlon
between the two Houses, the finol decision
is taken in a joint session. However, gince the
number of members in the Lok Sabha is mare.
their view or declslon Is more Ukely to prevall

() The Lok Sabha exerclses more powers In money
matters. Once the Lok Sabhn passes the budget
of the government or any other money related
law. the Rajya Sabha cannot reject It. The Rajya
Sabha can delay It only by 14 days or can suggest
chaonges In it. The Lok Sabha may ar moy not
accept the changes.

() The Lok Sabha controls the Council of Ministers.
If the majority of the Lok Sabha membars iy
that they hove 'no-confidence’ in the Councll of
Minlsters; all the ministers Including the Prime
Minlster, have to quit. The Ralya Sabha does nat
hava thaeto powers.

Q 6. Explain the leglslative powers of the Lok Sabha.
Ans. The leglslative povsers of the Lok Sabha are:

(I) The Lok Sabha controls the natlonal finances. It
has the power to pass the annual budpet of the
Unlon Government for the Ainoncial year.

(I) The elected members of both the Houses of the
Parllament along with members of the States
Leplslative Assemblies constitute the Electoral
collepge to elect the President of Indla. The Vice-
Presldent of Indla Is elected by MPs of both the
Housas. The Lok Sabha also elects its Speaker
and Deputy Speaker.

(If) The President may Issue an ardinance during
the recess of the Parliament which must be
approved by both the Houses of the Parliament
when they reassemble. The ardinance ceases to
operate six weeks after the re-assembly of the
Parliament unless approved by the latter earles.

Q7. Write a short nota on no-confidence motion.
Ans. The Council of Ministers is collectively responsible

to the Lok Sabha. It remains In office as long as It
enjoys the confidence of the Lok Sabha. Sometimes

Qe.

Ans.

Q9.

Ans.

Qlo.

Ans.

the opposition parties In the Parllament feel that
the government has lost majority in the Lok Sabha
as Its policles are opposed to public Interest and
are unpopular. In that case. they can introduce a
no-confidence  motlon agalnst the Councll of
Ministers. If the majority in the Lok Sabha vates
against the motion. the government stays. If the
majarity votes for the motlan, the government has

to resig n

Name the ranks of ministers which are a part of the
Council of Ministers.
OR

Explain the composition of Council of Minlsters.
The Councll of Ministers Is an officlal name for the
body that includes all the minlisters. It usually has of
60 to BO minlisters of the following ranks:

(1) Cabinet Ministers: They are usually the top-level
leaders of the rullng party or parties, and are
in-charge of the major ministries. The Cabinet
Ministers meet to take declslons In the nama of
the Councll of Ministers and Is the Inner ring of
the Councll It comprises of about 20 minlsters.

(i) Ministers of State with Independent Charge:
They are In-charge of smaller ministries. They
participate In the Cablnet meetings only when
speclally Invited.

(1)) Ministers of State: They are attached to and are
requlred to asslst the Cabinet Minlstars.

Why do the Political Executive has more power
than the Permanent Executive?
Polltical Executlve s elected by the peaple and has
more powar than the Permanent Executive because
of the below mentloned reasons:

(I) Inademocracy, the will of the people Is supreme
and the Political Executive. belng elected by the
people. Is empowered to exerclse the will of the
peaple on their behalf,

(i) The Political Executive Is answerable to the
people for all the cansequences of Its declslons.

(ll) Non-political Executive is an expert In its Held
but Paltical Executive has to ensure the vielfare
of all and keep In view the overall objectives.

What are the characteristics of permanant
executive?
The following are the characteristics of permanent
executive:
(I) Persons working In Permanent Executive are
called Clvil Servants.
(1) Itworks under Polltical Executive and assist them
in carrying out the day-to-day adminlistration.
(I1) It remalns In office even when the ruling party
changes.
(Iv) The persons working In Permanent Executive
are highly educated and have expert knowledge
about the department In which he waorks.
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entiate between the Political Executives and
ermanent Executives.
‘ence between the Political Executlves and the
anent Executives are:

2. pasis of Permanent
No. | Difference FRUSIEAL EXCURIES Executives
(i) |Period Executives who The Permanent
are elected by the Executives are
people for a specific | salaried Civil
Eeriod are called the | Servants who
Political Executives. | are appointed
ona long~term
basis,
(ii) | Authority | They remain in pow- | They remain

er only so long ag in power even
they command the | when the ruling
confidence of the party changes.
malority Members of | Their tenure of

Parliament office is Axed.

(1) | Answera- | They are ansvrerable | They are not

ble or not | to people for all answerable to
the consequences the people.
of thelr declslons.

(Iv) | Examples | Political leaders Porsons

Uke the Prime_ working In Civil
Ministar, Council Sarvices. Far
of Minlstars and example, IAS.
&0 on IFS. IPS, etc.

Q12. "The Prime Minister Is the real executive head of
our country. Elucidate.

Ang. The Prime Minlster Is the real executlve head of our
country and this can be elucldated with the help of
the followlng polnts:

(1) The Prime Ministar controls tha Cablnet and the
Parllament.

() Power is concantratad In tho hiands of the Prime
Minister.

() The President. also takes decision as por the
advice of the Prime Minlister.

common] ERR(DR
Students mention the role of Prime Minister as a
general only but it has to be mentloned In the context
of coalitlon government.

Q13. How Is the Prasidant of Indla electad?

Ans. The President of Indla Is not elected directly by the
people. All the Members of Parlament (MPs) and
Members of Leglslative Assemblies (MLAs) elect
him. A candidate standing for the post of President
has to get malorlty of votes ta win the electlan.

Q1l4. Explain the limitations on the powers of the
President.

Ans. The powers of the President are subject to the
following limitations:
(I) The President exercises all his powers only on
the advice of the Council of Ministers.

(i) The President can ask the Council of Ministers

to reconslder their decision. But if the same
declslon Is glven again. he/she Is bound to
accept It

(iii) Similarly. a bill passed by the Parliament

becomes a law only after the President gives

assent to it. If the President wants, he/she
can send the bill back to the Parliament far
reconsideration. But if the Parliament passes
the bill again. he/she has to sign it

Q15. How does the Presidential Powers differ between
Indla and America?

Ans. The following differonces are abserved In the
Presidentlol powers In Indla and America:

5. No Basis of Presidentlal P;‘:‘:'E:f:tlﬁ“

. . D =

ifference | Powers In India Araerica
() |Stotus Progident is only [ President ks
the nominal the real
head. head.

(I) | Powerto |He does not 055055045
veto possaas the power

the power to veto.
to veto.

() [Powerto | He does not He parsonally
appalnt hag the power chooses and
ministers | to appaint appolnts all the

ministers. minlsters.

&) Long Answer Type Questions N

Q1. Why is there a need for political institutions?
Ans. Political institutions are needed because of tha
below mentloned reasons:
(I) Countrles need political Institutions  to
take declslong regarding the welfarg of the
people.

(1) The decislons which have been taken are to be

Implemented In a rightful way. So. countries
need institutions to Implement the declsions.

() Institutions are also needed to solve the
disputes between various Institutlonal bodles.

(Iv) Institutlons help the government to take the
right decislons.

(v) Institutions follow a proper procedure to take
decislons, thereby ensuring that a proper

declslon s taken.
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Qa.

Ans.

Q4.

Ans.

hy do we need a Parliament?

rlament is needed because of the below

zntioned reasons:

i) It is the final authority for making laws in the
country. Parllaments all over the world make
new laws and change or abollsh existing laws.

(i) Parliaments all over the world exercise some

cantrol over those v/ho run the government. In
Indla. this control is direct and full
(i) Parliaments control monetary power all over

the world. In most of the countries, publc
money can be spent only If the Parllament
sanctions it

(iv) Parliament Is the highest forum for debate and
discusslon on publc Issues and national pollcy
In a country. Parllament can seek Information
about any matter.

Explain the major powers and functlons of the

Prime Minister.

The maljor powers and functions of the Prime

Minlgter are as undar:

() Chairman of the Cabinet : The Prime Minister

presides over the meetings of the Cabinet and
takes most of Its declslons. The agenda of Cabinet

meetings |8 also preparad by the Prime Minlster.

......

the duty af the Prime Minister to communicate
to the Presldent about all declslons of the
Council of Minlsters. He ls also requlred to
supply to the Presldent such Infarmation ag he
may seak.

(1) Coordination : The Prime Minlster coordinates
the work of different departments and hig
decisions areg finol In case of disagreements
between departments.

(lv) General Supervision
exercises  peneral supervislon  of  different
ministrios_and all minlsters work undar his
leadership. He Is even free to choose ministers
ag long as they are members of Porlament.

(v) Distribution of Work : The Prime Minlster
distributes and redistributes wark to the
ministers. He also has the power to dismiss
ministers. The entire ministry has to quit If he
quits.

Explain the major powers and functions of the

President.

The major powers and functlons of the Presldent are

as follows:

() The Presidont Is the head of the state. All
government activities take place In_his_name.
All laws and malor pollcy declslons of the
government are lssued In his name.

(i) He appoints the Prime Minister and on his
advice. he appolnts the other minlsters In the
Council of Minlsters. He administers the oath of
office to them.

(lll) He Is responsible for other major appolntments
such as those of the Chief Justice of India. the
Judges of the Supreme Court and the High

The Prime Minlster

Q5.

Courts of the states, the Governars af the states,
the Election Commissioners. the Ambassadors
to ather countries, etc.

(lv) He summaons both the Houses of the Parliament
to session. He directs a joint session of both the
Houses to be held He can also prorogue the
Parllament.

(v) All international treaties and agreements are
made In his name. The President Is the Supreme
Commander of the defence forces of Indla.

(v[) The Presldent has emergency powers. le.
powers to deal with an unexpected and critical
situation such as power to declare emergency
or President’s rule and Issulng an ardinance.

Who appoint the Council of Ministers? What are
the differences botwoen the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha?
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Ans. After the appointment of the Prime Minister, the
President appolnts the Ministers of the Councll of
Minlsters on the advice of the Prime Minlster, The
ministers are usually from the party or the coalition
that has the majority In the Lok Sabha. In other words,
the President appolnts the Council of Ministers on the
advice of the Prime Minister.

The difference between Lok Sobhn and the Rojya
Sabha are:

S.No. DIBfgi:'E:!sie Lok Sabha Rajya Sabha

() Appointment | The members | The members
of members | of the Lok aof the Rajya

Sabha are Sabha are

directly elected | Indirectly

by the people. | elected by the
members of
the Leglslative
Asgombliasp.

(i) | Strangth The strength The Rajya Sabha

of Lok Sabha can have 2

Is 552 out maximum of

of which 2 250 members.

members arg out of which 12

nominated by | are nominated

the Presldent. by the
President.

(iny | Tenure The tenure of The tenure of

Lok Sabha Is Rajya Sabha

5 years. The members |5

House can 6 years but

be dissolved one-third

before the members retire

explry of the after every

tenure. 2 years. It
cannot be
dissolved. it Is
a permanent
House.
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G- TiP:
Give the difference In tabular form and not In points so
as to gain marks.

[

rover Maney Bills can | The Rajya
tary only be Sabha does not

exerclse much
power over

Money Bills.

Introduced In
the Lok Sabha.

Q6.

Ang.

Explain briefly the powers and functions of the
Supreme Court.

The powers and functions of the Supreme Court are
ag follows:

(I) The Supreme Court can take up disputes
between the governments: citizens; citizens and
the government: and the governments at the
union and state level.

() Supreme Court hears appeals against the High
Court declslons both In criminal and civil cases.

(iii) Supreme Court is the guardian of our
Constitution. It has the power to Interpret the
Constitution of the country.

(lv) The Supreme Court gives legal advice to the
President of Indla on any legal or constitutional
matter referred to it

(v) The powers and Independence of |udiclary
allows It ta act as the guardlan of Fundamental

Rights too.

& Chapter Test

Multiple Choice Questions

QL

Q2.

Qs.

Q4.

Qs.

Which of the following institutions can make
changes to the existing law of the country?

a. The Supreme Court b. The President

c. The Prime Minister d. The Parlament

If there is a difference between Lok Sabha and

Rajya Sabha, In what way the final decislon Is

taken?

a. Under the guldance of the President

b. Under the guldance of the Prime Minister

c. In @ |oint sesslon of both the Houses

d. Under the puldance of the Speaker of Lok Sabha

Which of these option(s) is/are incorract regarding

the powaers of the Prime Minister?

a. He chalrs the cablnet meetings.

b. He distributes wark to the diffarent departmants.

. He can summoan Jolnt sitting of the both Houses
of Parllament.

d. He can dismiss ministars.

What Is the procedure through which judges of the

Supreme Court or the High Courts are removed,

called?

a. Coalltlon

b. Impeachment

. Public Interest Utigation

d. No-confidence mation

Which one of the following s Incaorract about the

Supreme Court of India?

a It Is the highest court of appeal In clvil and
criminal cases.

b. It cannot take up any dispute between citizenshlp
of the country.

c. It can hear appeals agalnst the declsions af the
High Caurts.

d. None of the above

Assertion and Reason Type Questions

Directions (Q, Nos. 6-7): In the following questions given below,
there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason (R).

Read the statements and choose the correct option:

Q6.

Q7.

2. Both Assertlon (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanotion of Assertlon
(A).

b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

¢. Assertion (A) Is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assartion (A) Is false. but Reasan (R) Is true.

Assertlon (A): Presldent appoints the Judges of
the Supreme Court and High Courts on the advice
of the PM In consultation with the Chief Justice of
India.

Reason (R): Parllament can amend the baslc
structure of the Constitution.

Assertion (A): The Supreme Court Is the guardlan
of the Fundamental Rights.

Reason (R): A citizen whose fundamental rights
have been violated by any individual, government
or Institution, may move the Supreme Court for the
protectlon of his Fundamental Rights.

Source Based Question

Qe.

Read the source given below and answer the questions
that follow by choosing the most appropriate option.

The Constitution does not say very much about
the powers of the Prime Minister or the ministers
or their relationship with each other. But as hcad
of the government, the Prime Minister has widc
ranging powers, He chairs Cabinet meetings, He
coordinates the work of different departments.
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(i)

(iii)

(v)

i decisions are final in case disagreements

se between departments. He exercises general
__Jervision of different ministries. All ministers
work under his leadership. The Prime Minister
distributes and redistributes worlk (o the ministers.
He also has the power to dismiss ministers. When
the Prime Minister quits, the entire ministry quits.

Thus, if the Cabinct is the most powerful institution
in India, within the Cabinet it is the Prime Minister
who is the most powerful. The powers of the Prime
Minister in all parlinmentary democracies of the
world have increased so much in recent decades
that parliamentary democracies are some times
seen a8 Prime Ministerial form of government.

Who Is the head of the government and actually

exarcises all the govemment powers?

a. The Prime Minlgter b. The Prealdent

c The Parllament d. The Lok Sabha

In which of the following cases, the Presldent

appoints the person most likely to secure a majority

support?

a. If he wants to dismias a ministar.

b. If no single porty gets a maojority.

c. If he has ‘mo-confidence’ in the Council of
Minlsters.

d. If he Is not satlsfed by the declslons of the
coulition porty.

Why is the Prime Minister In India not directly

elected by the people?

o. There is no need for It as the Prime Minister is
appolnted by the President.

b. Dirgct election of the Prime Minister will Involve
lot of expenditure on electlon.

c. Only the leader of the majorlty party In the
Lok Sobhao can become the Prime Minister In a
Parliamentary democracy.

d. Lok Sabha can remove the Prime Minlster and
the Council of Ministers even before the explry of
thelr term.

The Prime Minlster must have support of a

majority of:
a. L.ok Sabha b. Ralya Sabhn
C States d. Cabinet Ministers

v)

(Vi)

How are parliamentary democracies seen in recent

decades?

a. As Parlamentary farm of government

b. As Presidential form of government

C. As Prime Ministerlal farm of government

d. As coalition form of government

There are two statements marked as Assertion (A)

and Reason (R). Read them and choose the carrect

option:

Assertion (A): The Prime Minister cannot act and

take decisions all by himself or become a dictator.

Reason (R): The Prime Minister is the leader of the

majority party.

a. Both Acgertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) is the correct explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reasan (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertion (A).

¢. Assertion (A) Is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Aggertion (A) Is false, but Reason (R) I8 true.

Very Short Answer Type Question

Q9. Who appolints the Judges of the Supreme Court and

the High Courts?

Short Answer Type Questions

Q10. Mentlon any three measures through which

Parllament exercises control over the Council of
Minlstars.

Q1L Distinguish between the political executives and

the parmanent executlves.

Q12. Whatisthe composition of the Council of Ministers?

How Is the 'Cabinet’ different from the 'Council of
Ministers'?

Long Answer Type Questions

Q18. Explain the major powers and functions of the

Prime Minlster.

Q4. What do you mean by the independence of

judiclary? How can it be justified?

L
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